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1st February 2008
Dear Parents,



We begin with words which affect us all from the Parish Council…

“You may be aware that following a meeting with KCC library services last week, it was announced by KCC that the Parish library will close in March 2008. This is despite the huge increase in people using the library and  KCC  are justifying their decision  purely on  a small shortfall of the targets set by them for December 2007 . The Parish Council are outraged by this decision and are determined to continue fighting to keep the  library as it is . The Parish Council now strongly urge all parents/carers and users of the library who wish to keep the fixed library at Horsmonden to  write, or send an email, exclaiming your dissatisfaction with this decision  and stressing the importance of the link between the library and the school, to Mike Hill, who is the cabinet member responsible for this decision at KCC, at the following:
Email :Michael.hill@kent.gov.uk 
                cc:clerk@horsmonden-pc.gov.uk 
                
                By Post : Michael Hill (OBE) 
     Milcian House 
Woodchurch Road 
   Tenterden, Kent 
TN30 7AD
Please also remember to KEEP USING THE LIBRARY”
 
We’re looking forward to giving you some good data regarding children’s attainment in the near future, but we’re not able to publish it yet. However, this week we thought we would give you a bit more detail about what’s happening with regard to attainment levels in English, Maths and Science. 

You will be aware that Year 6 children will be sitting SATs tests in May and to ensure that their achievements are fully shown in the results, additional teaching support using specialisms of current staff will be fully utilised. Steve Brown will be focusing on Science attainment, Carolyn Bassett will be focusing on Mathematics and Malcolm Hayes will be focusing on English. With the largest class currently occupying the hot seats, this extra teaching time and support will ensure that the near miss factor of last year is a blip rather than a trend. 
Crucial to our development plans this year is the use of new technology with our pupil tracking program, enabling us to identify gaps more accurately for individuals, groups and classes. With more accurate identification of attainment levels comes more focused specific teaching.
The Science focus across the school is primarily based around our new scheme of work, introduced this year to enhance consistency in teaching and curriculum. Specific groups of children with identified gaps in learning will receive a teaching program designed to fill the gap.
The Mathematics focus is based around the relationship between numbers, times tables, number bonds and word problems. In other words, specific parts of maths are good, but children aren’t making the best link in moving between different areas of maths and in using prior knowledge of maths in solving problems. Children will be undertaking more mental maths to improve their numerical dexterity and working more on problem solving to make better use of what they already know.

The English focus will be concentrating on developing children’s self-evaluation of their writing in understanding how to make their writing better. When writing, children often focus on one area such as vocabulary or spelling. This approach will ensure a focus on all areas of writing, regardless of whether that writing is in English or in other subjects. A specific reading focus will concentrate on developing the skill of higher level readers to ensure that those who are most able don’t coast.

Much of this isn’t new, but in creating a whole school focus we ensure consistency of development regardless of age or class group. We’re sharpening up some of our processes and using new technology to help us achieve this. What we already know from the data we have is that the previous two years is not an ongoing trend. In addition to the above developments we are working with Yale University on evaluating the intelligence of children beyond the three subjects. This will help us create a bigger picture of children’s achievements and help them to understand more about where they can succeed. A recent study by Trendence Research Institute, said: "A quarter of employers praised 'the strong work ethic and desire to succeed' of overseas graduates, presumably as opposed to those from the UK.  In developing children’s understanding of their successful intelligence and their ability to link learning to life, we can make a change that will enhance their long-term relationship and success with and in work. Moreover, in teaching for successful intelligence, we enable children to effectively use the skills they have across a range of subjects, situations and problems, so that they will only say “I can’t do it” when they end the sentence with the word, “yet”.

‘Bring Your Dad to School Day’ will appear as a feature in Friday’s Kent Messenger. Thank you to the estimated 90 dads who did attend; the smiles on your children’s faces said it all. 


This year’s ‘Travelling Book Fayre’ will be selling books after school in the school hall every day except Thursday of next week. Choosing a book or three with your child is a perfect way to support their reading. Please spend outrageous sums as the school can then buy more books with the commission earned.  Talking of pounds, shillings and pence parents of 17 children owe money on school dinners. We know who you are and where you live. Time to settle those debts.  Last financial plea for this week; in the past the football club have received sponsorship in the form of match kit bought; logos have appeared on the back and mention has been made in newsletters. If you know of any firm who would like to get involved in sponsoring the Netball Team kit please let the school office know. Thank you.



Yours sincerely,

Malcolm E. Hayes & Richard E. Townshend

Headteachers
Horsmonden Primary School


Back Lane, Horsmonden, Kent TN12 8JA


Tel: 01892 722529 Fax: 01892 724134


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:headteacher@horsmonden.kent.sch.uk" ��headteacher@horsmonden.kent.sch.uk�


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.horsmonden.kent.sch.uk" ��www.horsmonden.kent.sch.uk� 


	Headteachers: 		Mr Malcolm E. Hayes


				Mr Richard E. Townshend














STOP PRESS


A medium-sized Gazebo is needed for 9th February.


Please contact the office if you can help 





STOP PRESS 2 


ANYONE FOR CRICKET?


Horsmonden CC is looking for new players; contact Nick Paul on 723733








A philosophy much bigger than the next set of test results

